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Abstract: The talk will present a blend of qualitative, formal, and statistical socio-semantic 
network analyses developed to shed light on the mechanisms of socio-cultural micro-
dynamics in local group contexts using unique longitudinal mixed data collected in 2011-
2015 by our international team in 7 European collectives of artists. The dataset features 22 
visually verified sociometric surveys, 219 semi-structured interviews with the artists lasting 
up to 5 hours, 118 visual ethnographies in the artistic spaces, over 200 photo elicitations, 
and a vast collection of texts written by the artists and amounting to over 1,000,000 words. 
The multilayer and multiplex socio-semantic analyses of these data conducted so far 
confirm that group culture is both modelled by social ties and affects these ties. In 
particular, we find that instrumental and affective social ties interplay with cultural 
structures differently; and that this interplay varies with respect to sharing of signs and of 
meaning structures connecting signs, as well as for individual and dyadic social ties. 
Furthermore, in addition to the direct dyadic cultural similarity, the interplay between social 
networks and culture in dyads is also affected by extra-dyadic social and cultural links with 
the same alters. Over and above that, we observe local cultures emerging in group 
interaction to be capable of contesting the macro structure of social fields with the culture 
they impose, and even of changing the latter. I will showcase some of these (published as 
well as unpublished) analyses and highlight the benefits of the mixed socio-semantic 
network approach, both sensitive to the local context and capable of unveiling the 
mechanisms that underlie the interplay between the cultural and the social. 
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